PEEFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

SINCE the appearance of the first issue of this volume
geographical work in Southern and Western Asia has
been mainly confined to the filling up of details in
historical regions already fairly well known in their
broad physical outlines. Actual exploration has been
chiefly limited to the West and Central Himalayan
glaciers and passes, and the Sum (Kashmir) uplands, by A.
C. P. Berber (1903), Dr. T. G. Longataff (1905-07), and
Dr. and Mrs. Workman (1902-08); the Perso-Afghan
borderlands and Baluchistan, by Sir T. Holdich, Sir
H. M'Mahon, and others, in connection with the Perso-
Sistan and Baluch-Afghan Boundary Commissions (1895,
1903-05); the two headstreams of the Irawadi ascended
byDr.J.M. Ma'claren, (1$-Q7); the Ganung-Tahan. and
other heights in the MaLw Peninsula, scaled by Mr. J.
Waterstradt; the Jof district of North Arabia visited by
the Piev. A. Forder ^19^F2)^ and new surveys of Lake
Urmi, by Mi\^T T. Gunther (1899), and of the Dead
Sea by E. Mastcrman and D. A. Mucalister (1901).

Of political events a^Qjjemost place must be given to
the Anglo-Prussian Convention of August 1907, which,
taken in connection with the Anglo^Japanese Agree-
ment of August 1905, removes all international troubles